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Welcome to the last newsletter of 2010. What a great end to the year for the single seater 
brigade with 87 мфслΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǎ entered for the biennial Tasman Revival at Eastern Creek.  
 
Interest in 1960s single seaters locally is definitely on the rise with many cars re-appearing over 

the last few years and quite a few being imported by enthusiastic owners.  The HSRCA was born out of a need to 
give the M era cars a place to run back in the late 70s when other organizations considered them too young to 
be included in their Historic Race meetings ς and now 30 years later ς that we can assemble around 50 of them 
along with over 30 of their, younger again, Group O cars is I think a great achievement on the part of the Tasman 
Revival organizing committee, upholding that tradition set all those years ago.  
 
So first item in the newsletter is a report on the meeting, a meeting 2 years in the planning, or 6 years  really, as 
essentially the same organizing team has been together now for this period of time with the 2006 and 2008 
events in the bag.  
 

The 2010 Tasman Revival Meeting ς Eastern Creek ς 26, 27, 28th November 2010 
 
Firstly we were all very fortunate to have Sir Jack Brabham as our patron this year. Sir Jack added immensely to 
the stature of the meeting and whilst there signed many autographs and presented many trophies, including his 
own for Group M racing. I apologize for being in this photo ς but I did win this very trophy and thought it 
appropriate to include a Peter Schell photo of my chatting with Sir Jack after the presentation.  

 
The 3rd running of the Tasman Revival was again a real gala affair. 
Just like many overseas International meetiƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ I{w/!Ωǎ 
event had something for everyone. That the event has been 
adopted by the owners of cars that have a racing history, or as 
we say the ά/ ƻŦ 5έ ŎŀǊǎΣ ό/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴύ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ 
by the fact that many of them ring the organizers to apologize for 
ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
attend and it is terrific that people think so highly of it that they 
take the time to do this. 
 
In all there were 42 cars from overseas in 9 containers plus 
another container with 9 cars from Western Australia, over 4,000 
km away, or about the same distance as New York to Los Angeles, 
and a first to have these cars compete at Eastern Creek. The 
countries represented at the Tasman Revival were UK, USA both 
east and west coastsΣ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ мфслΩǎ 
racing cars Groups M and O there were 20 fabulous cars 
competing. I would like to convey to those from overseas, that 
the many Australian competitors really appreciate the efforts our 
international visitors make to be a part of our event. 
 
LŦ L ƳŀȅΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ I{w/!Ωǎ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴ 

Revival steering committee, after all none of us would get to enjoy what we have without these guys. Firstly the 
Chairman this time was Stephen Knox OAM, Stephen has a wealth of organizational skills including many years 
raising funds for the Flying Doctor Service and Stephen is also a past President of the HSRCA. The event manager 
was Peter Addison, and Peter too is a past HSRCA President with exceptional organizational skills learned in the 
school of film making. Then there are the other committee members who all have a portfolio, and essentially the 
team has been together now for 6 years. That the team has been able to develop an idea into a very well 
patronized event in just 3 runnings of it, is a great credit to them and I am sure you join with me to thank them 
sincerelyΦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !w5/Σ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ wŀŎƛƴƎ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ ǘƘŜ !w5/ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ I{w/!Ωǎ 

 

 



joint venture partner and without them the meeting would be much more difficult to put on, so again  am sure 
you all join with me to thank them for their support. 
 

 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴ wŜǾƛǾŀƭΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
Tasman Experience marquee, a 20 metre x 20 
metre marquee prominently placed in the main 
paddock area. Here a bunch of guys develop a 
theme and work very hard to bring it to us. This 
year coincided with the 50th anniversary of the first 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴ ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ слǎ ŀƴŘ 
70s, Warwick Farm. They managed to find many of 
the cars from this meeting and in fact 2 cars from 
the first ever race there and have them on display. 
There was also some fabulous photos from past 
60s and 70s Tasman events and many other 
exhibits. It is the venue where the HSRCA 
entertain the Tasman legends so they are very 
accessible to the public and have autograph 
signing sessions as well. It is the centre piece of 
the pit area and somewhere to be able to sit down 
have a coffee etc surrounded by wonderful 
artifacts of a wonderful time in Australian 
Motorsport. 
On the Sunday all the Tasman legends climb 
aboard Morgan sportscars and with their names 
emblazoned on the windscreen they are driven 
around the circuit much to the delight of the 
crowd. 
Peter Schell can supply a copy of the poster if you 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ϸр ҌǘǳōŜ $2 + Postage $5.60 = $12.60 
Peter is at    schellpm@bigpond.com or they will 
be available at the Club shop next few race 
meetings 

 
 

From Paul Hamiltonôs desk:- There were of course  many people from overseas who attended the Tasman 
Revival and amongst them were two guests of the HSRCA. 
  

FIA Historic Motorsport Commission President, John Hughes, made 
the trip down to Sydney to see the Tasman meeting and was suitably 
impressed by the breadth and depth of overseas participation, the 
strength and quality of the local entry and the high standards of 
competition and organisation.  During the course of the meeting John 
met with CAMS President, Andrew Papadopoulos, CEO, David 
Morgan, Historic Commission Chairman, Bob Cracknell and FIA 
Delegate, Paul Hamilton.  He made many new friends and contacts 
within the Australian historic motorsport community and has 
promised to return.  John's visit and interest in the meeting was 
attracted by the growing stature of the event and reflects the strength 
of CAMS' contribution to the administration of international historic 
motor sport and the increasing Australian participation in 
international events. 

 
The well known Autosport magazine columnist, Marcus Pye, attended to assist the event commentary team 
and obtain background for reports on the meeting.  Marcus also came 'down under' for the Bruce McLaren 
festival events in NZ in January and his return visit was evidence of the growing regard now held in Europe 
for our historic events.  

 

 

mailto:schellpm@bigpond.com


hY bƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ΧΦ 
 

CƛǊǎǘƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ h ǘƘŜƴ a ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ CWΩǎΦ  
The actual Tasman Revival event is at the end of all this, but you should read these reports first as they 

ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎέ ŦƛƴŀƭŜ ΗΗ 
 
With such a huge entry of our 2 Groups of cars, the organizers allowed for 3 grids for the general racing on Friday 
and Saturday ς  
1. the small capacity Group M cars, the Formula Juniors + Formula 3 + one Formula 2  (42 cars) ς  
2. the Group M larger capacity cars (12 cars in a field of 35) the others were the Formula Vees   
3. the Group O cars (33) 
 
On the Sunday the grids were - 1. The Tasman event   2. The FJ/F3/F2 cars   
 

  
Peter Schell photo of the main race grid where there were 36 starters after 3 days of practice & racing 

 
That made a total of 79 cars that went through qualifying on Friday morning and that was after ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘƴŦΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ the 
Thursday private practice day. This is magnificent support from the owners of these cars, and right from the outset I 
must mention Roger Ealand, the President of the Formula Junior Association (AFJA) for his support and summoning 
ǘƻ ŀǊƳǎ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ WǳƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ о ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
single seater event in our part of the world and a fabulous opportunity for our association to showcase our growing 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘέ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ I{w/! ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΣ L ǘƻƻ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ encourage the owners of as many M and O cars as 
possible to be there, as this meeting more than any ƻǘƘŜǊ άƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ is about single seater racing. As 
mentioned before, there were quite some cars that were unable to be there for many reasons, the owners of which 
being most apologetic.  
 

The International competitors within our 2 Groups.  
 
Group M - Formula Junior  -  Syuichiro Nagakubo, Japan, 1960  Lotus 18  - Tadahi Sasaki, Japan, 1960 Lotus 18  -  
Roger Herrick, NZ, 1960 Lola Mk 2  -  Jim Barclay, NZ, 1961 Gemini Mk3a  - Nigel Russell, NZ, 1960 FMZ  -  Paul 
Halford, NZ, 1959 Autosud  - Tony Olissoff, NZ, 1960 Emeryson Elfin  -  Chris Atkinson, NZ, 1961 Lotus 20/22   8 cars 
additionally Roger Ealand loaned his Lotus 18 to UK driver, David Methley. 
 
Group M ς larger capacity  -  Richard Wareing, UK, Brabham BT11A  -  David Jacobs, USA, BraōƘŀƳ .¢п όƴƻǿ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ 
3rd Tasman Revival with this car)  -  Ken Williams, NZ, 1964 BBM Mk2  -  Peter Avery, NZ, 1965 Brabham BT16   4 cars 



 
Group O  -  Graham Adelman, USA, driver Rob Hall, UK, 1968 Ferrari Dino 246T  -   Graham Adelman, USA, 1968 BRM 
P126  -  Phil Harris, USA, 1969 Brabham BT31  -  Hiroomi Hattori, Japan, Lotus 41C  -  Hideo Yoshikawa, Japan, 1967 
Brabham BT21  -  Mitsuru Miyajima, Japan, Chevron B15  -  Eli Solomon, Singapore, 1966 Brabham BT18  -  Lindsay 
hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ b½Σ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ aп!  8 cars 
 
Group O racing.                All the photos on the next 2 1/2 pages are courtesy of Peter Schell except Ferrari below and 
BRM next page ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ {ǘŜǾŜ YƻŜƴΩǎ 
 
Make no mistake , this was a world class and quality field of the last of the real racing cars before they were adorned 
with wings and things. And there was a lot of talent amongst the drivers, there being much talk leading up to the 
meeting about just what the finishing order might be, again taking a small leaf out of what the original series was like 
and I have to say much to the delight of the Tasman Steering committee who managed to put it all together again. 

 
The Lotus 49 of the Dawson-Damer family was always going to have an edge, 470 bhp, genuine F1 specifications, 
driven by Graham Hill in period. The only question was would it be ready in time, the car had really not run in anger 
since the inaugural 2006 Tasman Revival where the car was pushed all the way by Spencer Martin the 2.5 Brabham 
Alfa. Steve Fryer of Fryer engineering looks after the car and with much burning of the midnight oil, the car made it 
to the meeting looking just fabulous. John Smith was again set to drive the car, and Smithy  keeps his hand in at 
every opportunity. And everyone liked the helmet. 
 

 
The Ferrari Dino of Graham Adelman (USA) and to be driven again by Rob Hall (UK) of Hall and Hall was always going 
to be very quick. But being at true Tasman 2.5 litre (actually 2.4 litre) capacity it was always going to be just that little 



bit down on power to the 49, but Rob had showed just how quick the car was in 2008 so it was certainly in there 
with a big chance. Rob is also very quick, winning many races in the UK & Europe in a wide variety of cars. 
 

 
The 3 litre Formula 1 car of (Sir) Jack Brabham in 1967 was handed over by owner Brian Wilson to 2008 runner-up 
Richard Carter. Predating the 49 by some 2 years, and with the Repco engine certainly never capable of producing 
the power of a Cosworth DFV, Richard was always going to have his work cut out. But as it turned out, the 
combination did extremely well. Brian then stepped into his BT23C FVA 
 

 
Graham Adelman also brought along his BRM P126. This car as mentioned elsewhere has the most glorious sound of 
any racing car ever built. Graham was set to drive the car, and its potential is unquestioned having been a Tasman 
race winner in the hands of Bruce McLaren.  
 

 
Trevor Simpson recently imported a Brabham BT23B which has a strong Coventry Climax 2.5 and he had asked our 
own John Bowe to drive it for him, after a successful foray in it at Winton. The BT23B was beautifully prepared, 
however the 2.5 Climax was always going to struggle against the newer and more freely revving engines, even of 
smaller capacity, but John brought to the grid a wonderful aura and it was tremendous to see him drive a car 
without the wings and slicks he has become so used to. 



 

 
Phil Harris returned to Australia from the USA with his Brabham BT31, this was a car that Sir Jack drove in the very 
last 2.5 series Tasman race at Sandown. The car was delayed coming from the UK and only made it to that round 
that year, it then went to Bib Stillwell and was the car that Bib had a huge crash in at the Geelong Sprints. Powered 
by a 2.5 Repco V8 the car should figure very well in the standings. 
 
 

 
Then there was the dark horse, Chris Farrell in his Brabham BT30 FVA. Chris brought along 4 cars in different 
categories and raced 3 of them, the spare not being required. So Chris had plenty of seat time over the weekend and 
has always been very quick around the Ψ/ǊŜŜƪέ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦΣ /ƘǊƛǎ ŘƛŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ оrd in the 2008 event. So one can 
see that the hype before the meeting was well justified and the times from qualifying were eagerly awaited. 
 
Qualifying. 
As always, the Thursday of the Tasman Revival is dedicated to private practice for all to re-familiarize themselves 
with the Eastern Creek layout. Although the track flows beautifully and there is something in it for both the smaller 
capacity and larger capacity cars, it has to be treated with respect as the faster cars such as the 49 will be doing the 
best part of 170mph at times. 
 
A rather shortened period of 11 minutes was given to the cars to set a time that would be their grid position for the 
Friday and Saturday races. At the end of this, John Smith displayed a one second buffer over John Bowe, then a 
further 2 seconds to Rob Hall. 4th was Chris Farrell already showing the FVA BT30 was a force, then Richard Carter in 
the BT24. A fabulous time of a 1:40 put Keith Simpson just ahead of Paul Hamilton both twincam cars, the Brabham 
BT16 just outpacing the Elfin. This was a prelude to some wonderful close racing for this pair on the weekend. Phillip 
Wright (son of Les) was having a ball in the other monster car from their stable, the Brabham BT21C Buick, with all of 
3.8 litres. A wonderful showing by Martin Bullock from WA in the Chevron B17C Group P car put him 9th and 
rounding out the top 10 was Ross Hodgson in the Elfin Alfa. In 11th was Peter Barclay in his Brabham BT21C and 12th 
was Peter Boel in the Lotus 41C. Hiroomi Hattori from Japan got into 13th with a fabulous 1:45 in his Lotus 41C, this  



 
Hirromi Hattori leading Phil Harris, Ross Hodgson and Peter Boel down the straight. Steve Koen photo. 

 
Was IƛǊƻƻƳƛΩǎ нnd visit to the Creek and in the intervening 2 years in Japan, Hiroomi has won most of the races 
there. Phil Harris was next into 14th a little further down than he had anticipated, but Peter did have a small problem 
with the car. Our own CAMS Historic Commission Chairman was next in the yellow Elfin 600 and David Kent having 
his 2nd drive in his Brabham BT29 came in at 16th. Then came Andrew Fellowes Brabham BT23C, Brian Wilson 
Brabham BT23C and Graham Adelman (USA) in his glorious BRM P126. If only you could bottle the sound of this car, 
it would selƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ Η [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ  ŦǊƻƳ b½ ǿŀǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ нлth and the cars are still in 
ǘƘŜ рмΩǎ ²ŀȅƴŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƴƴƳŀȄ .bн ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ DƛŦŦƻǊŘ  ŦǊƻƳ ²! ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ D²D, Giffo  has written 
a story within the newsletter, then Hideo Yoshikawa Japan Brabham BT21 then Neil McCrudden WA in the Macon. 
Neil is the driving force behind the WA contingent and they manage to get 9 cars in a 40 foot container. Gary Malyon 
in the ear splitting Pitstock special was next, then Peter McLaughlin (USA) Brabham BT30 Eli Solomon (Singapore)  
Brabham BT18 Jeffrey Hinde in the Delta and Mitsuru Miyajima (Japan) in his Chevron B15. In all 29 cars took to the 
track 
 
One comment - John Smith did a 35.2 and John Bowe a 36.4 these are incredibly quick times for any car, let alone a 
car without aerodynamic aids. (The V8 supercar lap record is 31.7 held by Mark Skaife.) It is the best part of 30 years 
since John Bowe drove a car without such aids, and speaking with John late in the meeting, he said he enjoyed 
immensely the challenge of these cars and would consider other drives in Historic racing. 
 
Race 1 By 1600 hrs the temperature was well into the 30s. The 6 lap journey seen 25 finishers with John Smith 
showing the way to Rob Hall in the gorgeous Ferrari Dino with Chris Farrell then Richard Carter just behind. John 
.ƻǿŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ рΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ .ǳƛŎƪ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
managed a quick sub 40 best lap then came Phil Harris making up many positions on his 14th grid spot to come in 7th. 
Paul Hamilton got the better of Keith Simpson, just, crossing the line 8th with Keith just 0.2 secs adrift. Further down 
the field Hiroomi Hattori was 12th ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ поΩǎΦ 

 
A great Peter Schell photo of the Paul Hamilton / Keith Simpson dice. It was like this all weekend ! 

 



Race 2   In the relative cool of just under 30 deg, the race got away at 1130. The front 3 all achieved the same result 
as Race 1, however there was movement at the back. This time John Bowe steered the Brabham into 4th The 
{ƛƳǇǎƻƴ κ IŀƳƛƭƻƴ ǎŎǊŀǇ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǊƛǘŜ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ ƻŦ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ. Phil Harris 
again got the BT31 really wound up and managed to improve 7 places to 7th. Hiroomi Hattori was 10th now down to 
an extremely quick 42.0 consistently.  

 
An interesting angle from the start of the AM race Friday by Steve Koen. 

 
Race 3  The last one before the big race on Sunday. Again hot and 4.00pm time. The top 4 were the same as race 2 
with an even spacing of around 2 seconds apart after 6 laps. Phil Harris was really starting to show his liking for the 
Eastern Creek layout, and managed to bring the BT31 home 5th just ahead of Phillip Wright Buick Brabham, then 
Martin Bullock with the Group P car 7th. Paul Hamilton was 8th ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ 
was Ross Hodgson, Peter Barclay back after a DNF previous race, Rob Cracknell 11th and Andrew Fellowes best result 
so far 12th. 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

A montage of photos top and left below from Steve Koen and right by Peter Schell. 
Top left, Andrew Fellowes leads David Kent and Hiroomi Hattori right Peter Barclay leads Bob Cracknell 
.Ŝƭƻǿ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭl and right, Brian Wilson lead David Kent with the BRM lurking behind. 

 
Some years ago, the Dawson-Damer family donated a trophy to the HSRCA on behalf of John who was killed at the 
Goodwood festival of Speed in his F1 4wd Lotus. The last race on Saturday was for this trophy and it happened to be 



won by John Smith in the Lotus 49 entered by the Dawson-Damer family. This was awarded at the Christmas party 
Saturday night to a delighted John Smith by Adelicia Dawson-Damer. 
 
Group M cars over 1100cc. 
 
The Group M cars were combined with the Formula Vees for Friday and Saturday events and made for a pretty full 
grid of 35 cars that fronted for qualifying. This comprised 13 M cars, 1 O car and 21 Formula Vees, the O car being Eli 
{ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ .¢муΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ ±ŜŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Group which dates baŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ The M grid 
when the Juniors are removed is always a bit skinny, but this time there were 5 internationals boosting the numbers 
which was terrific.  
 
Qualifying saw the field assemble on the dummy grid and quite a few Vees put themselves near the front, so the 
faster M cars were never going to get clear laps and traffic was always going to be a problem. In the end it was the 
Brabham BT6 of Ed Holly that managed to set pole from the Cooper Climax of Don Thallon.  

 
Ed Holly Brabham BT6, leading Don Thallon Cooper Climax & Peter Avery (NZ) Brabham BT16 

 Following  -  in qualifying. Steve Koen photo 
Next was the huge Dalro Jag of Les Wright, a car that Les has had at the National Motor Racing Museum at Bathurst 
for about the last 5 or 6 years and which he recently brought back to run this meeting. Then came a pair of New 
Zealanders, Peter Avery in the Brabham BT16 and Ken Williams in the Mercedes powered BBM Mk2. 6th was Richard 
Longes in his Brabham BT14 down to a very respectable 54. David Jacobs in his Brabham BT4 was next this is the 
1963 Australian GP winning car and also the car in which Lex Davison had an accident at Sandown and died of a 
heart attack. Doug Anderson in the ex works and Frank Matich Elfin FJ-1500 followed by Richard Wareing in his 
.ǊŀōƘŀƳ .¢ммŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘŜǊŎƻƴǘŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ слǎΦ  

 
David Jacobs in the Brabham BT4 leads Richard Wareing in the Brabham BT11a from  

Doug Anderson in the Elfin FJ-1500  Steve Koen photo 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ bƛǘǎŎƘƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ {! ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 9ƭŦƛƴ мрлл ǿŀǎ ƴŜȄǘΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊƻǳǇ aΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 
competitors in recent times. Next M car was Koichi Watanuki from Japan in the Merlyn Mk9 a little way further back 
amongst the Vess was Brian Lear in the always immaculate Elfin Mono and little way further back again Tony Dorrell 
in the very nicely presented Monaco HS6. 



 
Race 1 ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ олΩǎ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƛǎphere guys were wishing they 
were back home. The race commenced after an extended delay on the dummy grid of about a half hour after a 
problem in the Q and R racing previous event.  This race was red flagged after an incident at turn 2 on the 5th lap 
which unfortunately involved Brian Lear in the Elfin Mono who was hit by a Formula Vee from the inside whilst 
taking avoiding action for a couple of other cars that had a coming together. Once again there was quite a wait on pit 
road and when the race re-commenced it was shortened to 4 laps. This time I remember looking in the mirrors into 
turn 2 on the first lap and seen the monster Dalro Jag sailing down the inside, I must admit I thought I hope Les can 
pull up ok as I knew he was having brake problems, then I ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŜȄ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ Η LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ 
happened but Les did lose around 25 seconds on the first lap, so maybe there was a problem here.  

 
Yes it is a big car, and rather daunting to race against, here the Dalro Jag completely hides the car behind, 

I cannot work out who it is ς maybe Eli Solomon.   Peter Schell photo. 
 
After a quick 4 laps the order was Holly BT6 Brabham, Thallon Cooper Climax, Avery (NZ) Braham BT16, Williams (NZ) 
BBM, Wareing (UK) Brabham BT11a, Jacobs (USA) BT4 Brabham, Nitschke Elfin, Anderson Elfin and Wright Dalro Jag . 
¢ƻƴȅ 5ƻǊǊŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ руǎ  ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŀƴǳƪƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƭȅƴ ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ нΥлпΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
ball amongst the Vees. So the casualties after race 1 were Brian Lear and Richard Longes in the BT14 Brabham which 
was retired after a noise developed in the rear end. 
 
Race 2 A bit cooler than Fri arvo, but still in the high 20s. Once again Holly led home the field from Williams and 
Wareing with Jacobs 4th, the two big Brabhams crossing the line just a half second apart.  
 

 
One from the UK one from the USA and doing battle in Australia at Eastern Creek ς the stuff dreams are made of !! 

Steve Koen photo 
 Next in 5th was Nitschke just ahead of Avery from NZ and just ahead of Anderson in fact Anderson and Avery had 
just a car length between them after the 6 lap journey. Then came Tony Dorrell and Koichi Watanuki. Another 
casualty was Don Thallon with a broken input shaft inside the bell housing from the engine to the gearbox. Les 
Wright DNS. 



 
Race 3  The last stand alone race for the Group M and Vee cars started 1500hrs on the Saturday again with 
temperatures well into the 30s. At the flag drop the 2 cars on the front row managed to both get major wheelspin 
with the result that into turn 1 and then 2 the lead field was really bunched up.  

 
Ken Williams (NZ) in the BBM Mk2 leading Richard Wareing (UK) in the Brabham BT11a       Peter Schell photo 

 
Peter Avery in the BT16 got the better of all this along with Ken Williams in the BBM who both managed to squeeze 
past the monster Dalro to complete the first lap. Holly held onto the lead by a couple of seconds. Not far behind 
were David Jacobs BT4 and Richard Wareing BT11a. The race settled down with a huge battle between Avery,  
 

 
Peter Avery (NZ) Brabham BT16 on the run out of turn 9             Peter Schell photo 

 
Williams and Wright, in that order.  Wright then put in a big lap on lap 4 to be right up with Avery, but it all came 
undone on lap 5. Missing for the last 2 laps were Peter Avery, Les Wright, Richard Wareing, David Jacobs, Doug 
Anderson and Richard Nitschke. So a depleted field took the chequered flag with Holly a clear 5 seconds in front of 
Williams and in 3rd spot was our Japanese competitor, Koichi Watanuki, with a few Vees in between.  
 
So ended some fabulous racing for the larger Group M cars, with the BT6 of Holly taking 3 wins from 3 starts. This car 
has fabulous period Tasman history with more Tasman starts in the 1960s than any other car, and just like the 1960s 
it was fabulous to be amongst the overseas competitors all of whom put in a very good showing.  
 
There was a serious accident involving Tony Dorrell on the Saturday. Tony was just approaching the braking area for 
turn 1 at terminal speed and it appears that something mechanical may have happened. The car went from the 
outside of the track at about 150 metres out and turned through 270 degrees to contact the wall on the straight 



short of the ƳŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ post with the rear of the car. The contact with the wall would have been at very high speed 
and Tony was ever so grateful he had just put a brace within the roll-hoop which prevented his head going through 
ƛǘΦ ¢ƻƴȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƪ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ 
bit sore, tƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ¢ƻƴȅ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŀŎƻ I{с ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 

 
Tony and the Monaco HS6 on the run out of turn 9 on the Saturday. Steve Koen photo 

 
 

¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ммллŎŎ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ WǳƴƛƻǊǎΣ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ оΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴŜ F2 cars. 
 
WOW what a field, 6 from NZ, 2 from Japan, 1 UK driver, 2 WA, 8 Vic, 8 Qld and 9 NSW cars fronted for the qualifying 
session on a very warm early afternoon on Friday. An incredibly diverse field of cars all beautifully presented, in fact 
at the ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Y.Σ όYŜǾƛƴ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘύ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
good as he had seen. 
 

 .      
A great Peter Schell shot of the Lola T60 of Tom Tweedie which took 4 wins from 4 starts 

in the under 1100cc Group M races. 
 
As many of the overseas drivers had only had a few sessions at private practice on the day before to learn the 
intricacies of Eastern Creek, they were at a slight disadvantage so early in the meeting, and as we shall see there was 
some distinct improvements in lap times as the laps were reeled off. 
 



Returning from an absence of some years, both the Brabham BT6 FJ and driver, Simon Pymble set pole with a 
blistering 1:51.4 next was Don Thallon in the MRC Lotus 22 FJ, then Tom Tweedie in the Lola T60 F2 car that the 
organizers agonized over whether it should be in the FJ or Group M 1.5+ race. In 4th spot was David Methley driving 
wƻƎŜǊ 9ŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ [ƻǘǳǎ му CWΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ рнΦп ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎŀǊΦ 
5th was Peter Strauss, an Eastern Creek veteran in his Brabham BT6 FJ, then more surprises, 6th Kevin Taylor, 
Brabham BT21, the first of the F3 cars headed Chris Atkinson from New Zealand in his Lotus 20/22. Graham Brown 
BT2 Brabham, Peter Boel Lola Mk 5a and Bill Hemming (Mr Elfin) in his Elfin FJ rounded out the top 10. Other cars in 
the field were the brand new to Australia delectable Lola Mk2 of Max Lane, Murray Bryden in the very pretty Lotus 
нлΣ WƛƳ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅ ¢ƘŜ b½ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ DŜƳƛƴi Mk 3a and Victoria Le Gallais in her Brabham BT15 
F3 car having her first competitive drive. 
 
Race 1 
It was inevitable, Tom Tweedie in the Lola T60 with the 998cc SCA engine and 6 speed Hewland managed a runaway 
win, but the real race for the Juniors and F3 cars was won by Simon Pymble in another remarkable drive which 
bettered his qualifying time by .4 second. Those of us who know Simon know that he is not a light person, so those 
of us who worry about carrying an extra few litres of fuel to save weight might be barking up the wrong tree! Next 
was Don Thallon, then another surprise, Kevin Taylor from WA in the 1100cc F3 car getting down to a very 
respectable 51.5. Then came a Lotus trifecta, David Methley and Kim Shearn and Chris Atkinson. Bill Hemming was 
well up there as was Jonathon Williamson, another who has been light on seat time lately. Peter Boel rounded out 
the top 10. In 11th spot was Roger Ealand in the first of the front engined cars, the Gemini Mk2 and behind Roger was 
a great sight, Noel Bryen finishing his first race in quite a few meetings with his Rennmax BN1. Max Lane was quickly 
coming to grips with his new toy bringing the Lola home mid-field. One of the movers and shakers in the field was 
Victoria Le Gallais finishing 20th from 36 starters. The hot weather caused a few DNFs. So finished the first day of 
Junior competition. 
 

                                           
{ƛƳƻƴ tȅƳōƭŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ WǳƴƛƻǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀŎŜΦ tŜǘŜǊ {ŎƘŜƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

Race 2  
Again another warm day, by race time 1215pm the temp was already into the low 30s. This time the lead three were 
all of a different sub-category. F2,F3,FJ !  Tweedie, Taylor, and UK based David Methley started hitting his straps with 
ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŜƪέ ƴƻǿ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƛƳprinted. Don Thallon got the better of Simon Pymble and with Tweedie clearing out in 
front, the next 4 were only a few seconds apart after the 6 lap journey. Further down the field, Maurice Blackwood 
was really coming to grips with the Formula Junior Lotus 20 of Jim Sherringham almost cutting into the sub-2 minute 
class. Once again starting from near the rear of the field Le Gallais finished 1 better at 19th. Also improving their 
times were the two Japanese Lotus 18 based guys, Syuichiro Nagakubo and Tadashƛ {ŀǎŀƪƛ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ нΥнлΩǎ 
Once again there were a few DNFs 



 
Victoria Le Gallais in the Brabham BT15 on her way 
to a fine 19th. Peter Schell photo 

 
I wonder if Maurice Blackwood does did this much gardening 
last weekend ?  Peter Schell photo 

Race 3  
One thing about the Juniors is that the outcome is never a foregone conclusion, this time behind Tweedie was David 
Methley with a 51 ς a great time for a 4 speed Renault box Lotus 18.  Thallon was next then Pymble and 5th Strauss 
with his best result of the weekend.  Then Taylor, Atkinson from NZ, Kim Shearn and in 9th Murray Bryden in the 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ [ƻǘǳǎ нл ƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ рсΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ нл ƻƴ моǎ ŀƴŘ мрǎ, Jonathon 
Williamson rounded out the top 10 with Roger Ealand knocking on the door, better than finger waving as he is 
known to do ! Once again Le Gallais improved 1 more spot to 18th and again there were a few DNFs the temperature 
now in the mid 30s. It was about this time that the news started to report snow all over Europe and the UK. 

 
David Methley on his way to a fine win in the Formula Junior class. Another great Peter Schell photo 

 
Race 4 ς (or race 44 overall) on the weekend. 
 
The big one - 10 laps. If ever you wanted a dry race it is when you face the starter with 10 laps to go at Eastern Creek 
ς alas this was not to be the case, the rain commencing straight after the Tasman Revival race around 2.00pm and 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƛƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ Once again the field (28 cars) lined up in their qualifying order although by now 
there were a few missing. The rain was quite heavy and the pit crews fussed over the drivers trying to keep them as 
dry as possible for the journey ahead.  
At the race start Simon Pymble and Tom Tweedie got away very nicely and in front was the place to be, the spray 
and rooster tails making visibility very difficult as is always the case in open wheel racing cars. Tom Tweedie pretty 
soon took the lead and David Methley started to show his experience and worked his way to the front. The way 
David managed the Lotus му ƻƴ ǎƪƛƴƴȅ ά[έ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘȅǊŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōȅ ƳƛŘ ǊŀŎŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
turn 1 seemingly without lifting, in pouring rain with the car almost invisible with spray from behind.  



 In this Steve Koen photo, Roger Ealand in the Gemini 
is leading Peter Strauss, at race end Struassey had 
managed to reverse this 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƴŜ {ǘŜǾŜ YƻŜƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ н [ƻǘǳǎ нлΩǎ {ǘŜǾŜ 
Atkinson of NZ which was modded in period to a 22 and 
Murray Bryden from Vic soaking up the spray. 

 
Leo Geoghegan always said that the locals learned so much from the Tasman races where they could follow the 
Internationals and in a way this was a bit like that. With the benefit of better tyres, the Brabham BT21 F3 car of Kevin 
Taylor from WA managed lap times cƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ мф ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀŘǊƛŦǘ ŀǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǊ ƻƴ 
¢ǿŜŜŘƛŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƭŀǇ ǿŀǎ пth place Simon Pymble in the Brabham BT6. Next was Kim Shearn in his Lotus 18, then Peter 
Strauss Brabham BT6 and remarkabley, Roger Ealand in the front engine Gemini, then Don Thallon MRC, Murray 
Bryden Lotus 20 and Peter Boel Lola Mk5a rounding out the top 10. Well up the field was Neil McCrudden from WA 
in the Lotus 20/22 next was Tony Olissoff from NZ with his Emeryson Elfin followed by Maurice Blackwood in the 
Lotus 20.  Almost 24 minutes after the drop of the flag, Tom Tweedie crossed the line in the Lola for the last time 
finishing 4 races with 4 victories. His fastest lap of 48.6 would have seen him on 2nd spot in the larger capacity M grid 
ς and a week later Tom was having his first drive at the Sydney Telstra 500 in a Fujitsu V8 Supercar. 
 

 
Hunter Nigel Russell with the gumboots on in the 1960 FMZ   Steve Koen photo 

 

 
It did all finally come to a stop for the guys and gals, here is Victoria Le Gallais receiving her trophy for 3rd place in the 
F3 section of the race, smiles all round. The trophy winning cars lined up in pit road as the dais was very wet and not 
under cover. The end of the Junior, F# and F2 race concluded the M & O racing for the weekend.   Steve Koen photo 
 
 



And now to the report on the main event, the Tasman Revival race over a 15 lap journey. But before this, some 
more scene setting happenings and photos of the immediate lead up to this race. 
 
Firstly there is a demonstration of those cars with a genuine Tasman history and along with these are other cars 
the organizers consider worthy of being shown off to the public. In all about 40 cars circulated at a reasonable 
ǇŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘe Legends climbed aboard their old racing cars to 
enjoy a few laps together again. 
 

 
How long is it since Warwick Brown, John Goss and John Harvey, all in their old cars shared track time together? 

Paul Lewis photo 
 

 
Spencer Martin in the 2006 Tasman Revival  car he drove to 2nd ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ !ƭŦŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ YŜǾƛƴ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ 

Mildren car in the period, and KB was keeping a watchful eye on proceedings.     Paul Lewis photo 
 
Right from the outset, the steering committee wanted this meeting to pay homage to those that gave the 1960s 
and 1970s Tasman series such a rich heritage. As mentioned before the legends of this era were chauffeured 
around the track, names emblazoned on the windscreen, to the delight of the crowds. The pit road where the  
 



 
legends climb aboard the Morgans is overflowing with spectators and competitors alike trying to get that 
unforgettable photo or a quick word with their heroes.             All these photos courtesy Steve Koen. 
 

 
 
 

Sir Jack in the winner of the Morgan draw to see who would be the honored one ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ {ƛǊ WŀŎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ 
this particular Morgan never looked so clean !! 

 
 

  

  

 
 

Clockwise Warwick Brown, Leo Geoghegan, Spencer Martin, Frank Matich, Neil Allen, Colin Bond 
 
 



 

The main event ς the 15 Lap Tasman Revival race for 1960s racing cars 
 
The cars made their way to the dummy grid as the legends were paraded around the Eastern Creek track. The 
weather immediately before this looked decidedly dodgy but showed definite signs of improvement in the time 
the cars were there, with just the odd sprinkle ƻŦ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
changed from wet to dry set-ups as late as this. One should remember that this race also seen the Leo Geoghegan 
trophy awarded to the first Group O car and the Jack Brabham trophy for the first Group M car home.  
 
The grid had been set from the fastest times achieved by the competing cars over the previous 2 days of 
competition and was promulgated the night before and is shown here. (The Group M cars are circled as this was 
my copy) As you can see the front row was the Lotus 49 and John Smith and John Bowe Brabham Climax. 2nd row 
was Rob Hall and the Ferrari 246T and Chris Farrell in the Brabham BT30 and 3rd row was Richard Carter in Brian 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ Cм .Ǌŀbham BT24 and Phil Harris in the Brabham Repco V8 BT31, so all the hype leading up to the main 
event was finally settled. One must mention the 4th row, with Keith Simpsonin the Brabham BT16 and Paul 
Hamilton in the Elfin 600, these guys had pushed each other all weekend and gained great grid positions as a 
result.  
 
In the Group M section Ed Holly managed to gain 20th spot in the Brabham BT6, then Don Thallon in the Cooper 
Climax was to be on 23rd spot, however Don was unable to fix the broken input shaft in time, so next were Ken 
Williams in 25th with the BBM and Peter Avery in 26th with his Brabham BT16. 
 
So after 2 years of planning, much talk and lie telling, the hooter sounded for main event to begin. The cars 
proceeded around to the main grid where they were gridded into their start positions and engines off for the 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳƴƎ ōȅ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ǊŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ Ǉƛǘ ŎǊŜǿ 
can also attend to the cars just like the 1960s. 
 

 
Paul Lewis photo ς front row Paul Lewis photo ς row 20 back 

  
View LH row     Steve koen photos   RH row 

Eventually the razzamatazz faded and the start engines sign given and under a green flag a warm-up lap 
commenced. John Smith on pole was always worried about sitting on the start line too long and took the cars on a 
very slow lap with everyone bunched up behind. The cars were quickly gridded and finally the flag was in the air. 
 



!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎ ŘǊƻǇΣ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǘǳǎ пф ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΣ {ƳƛǘƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǘ ǘhe engine but he did foul a plug with the 
slow warm up lap, and in the ensuing half lap dropped down as far as 6th. John Bowe got a magnificent start and 
was away with the Hall Ferrari and Farrell Brabham in hot pursuit. On the run down to the hairpin at turn 2 the 
Lotus lost another couple of spots with the Carter Brabham and Harris Brabham also squeezing past. As the cars 
came into view over the tunnel the  

 
Moments after the start, John Bowe gets away Chris Farrell and Phil Harris are outside the Ferrari, Smith in the 49 

is back quite a few places.   -    Rob Lang photo 
 

[ƻǘǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ 9ƭŦƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƳǇ ƻƴ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ. This order 
was held on the run around Corporate Hill as the photo below shows. 

 
1st lap, run out of turn 9 ς Bowe in the Brabham has gone, then Ferrari, Brabham BT30, Brabham BT24, Brabham 

BT31 Lotus 49 and Elfin       Steve Koen photo 
On the run down the straight for the first time the order was Bowe, 1.5 seconds to Hall, 1 second to Farrell, .8 to 
Carter, .4 seconds to Smith, with Harris right on his tail, 2.5 seconds to Hamilton, .9 seconds to Simpson then 
Barclay, Fellowes making up the top 10. In the Group M section, the field was down to 8 cars for the start. Holly 
led Williams by 1.5 seconds then Wareing 1 sec behind and Avery another 4 seconds adrift. 
 



 
John Bowe with a clear lead on lap 2     Paul Lewis photo 

Next time around the order was Bowe, with a 1.6 buffer to Hall then Smith just a second further back. By now the 
plug had cleared and the 49 was really hitting its straps, so much so that the tail was occasionally wagging just a 
bit. Farrell then Carter and Harris, the remainder of the field settling down for the longest race for these cars in 
this part of the world and only every second year. On the 3rd lap everyone was going for broke, incredibly 5 of the 
6 leaders did their fastest lap on this 3.93 km journey and the order at the end of it was Bowe, almost nothing 
between Hall and Smith, Farrell, Carter and Harris. Farrell was the one to put in his quickest lap later, and the 
fastest lap of the race had just been done by Smith with a blistering 1:35.62 
 
The race at the front was a cracker, On lap 4 Smith had gained the lead but by less than a second something he 
was expected to have had from the flag drop. Nothing separated Bowe and Hall but the inevitability of the 
CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀȄ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ .ǊŀōƘŀƳΣ ōǳǘ .ƻǿŜ 
battled on tenaciously. With a 4 second gap Farrell preceded Carter and Harris. Then the inevitable did happen. 
Hall got past Bowe the remainder of the leaders unchanged, however Farrell was now putting on the pressure and 
did a 38.2 to close up on the 2nd and 3rd place-ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΣ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
eventually the 3 were nose to tail as this Peter Schell photo attests. 

 
¢ƘŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ƻŦ wƻō Iŀƭƭ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ .ƻǿŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ quickly  

 and eventually Chris Farrell closed the gap.  Peter Schell photo 
 
Eventually the Ferrari did draw away and Chris Farrell waited till the second last lap to put the move on John 
Bowe. There was a bit of attrition during the race and amongst the front runners Phil Harris dropped out after 11 



laps and a lap later Keith Simpson did too. A couple of the M cars did as well, Doug Anderson and Richard Wareing 
amongst them. 

 
By mid race Smith had the 49 well into the lead and was looking for the cruise control  Steve Koen photo 

 
By mid race distance the race had pretty much settled down as I am sure the 1960s Tasman events did in the 
middle stages. By then everyone had shown where they fitted in the pecking order and the odd scrap was 
occurring where this was still in dispute. A couple of these disputes were between Andrew Fellowes, Peter Boel 
and Ross Hodgson, Brabham Brabham and Elfin. At the end of the full 15 laps and 26 minutes duration these 3 
were still hard at it and finished in the order just 2 seconds apart, Further down Peter McLaughlin from the USA in  

 
[ƛƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŎ[ŀren leads Peter McLaughlin in the Brabham, 

Richard Wareing Brabham in the background.     Steve Koen photo 
 
Ƙƛǎ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ .¢ол ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ aп! ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ 
First of the M cars home was Ed Holly in the Brabham BT6 who was lapped for the 2nd time on the line by the 
winning Lotus 49, then came a couple of New Zealanders, Ken Williams in the Mercedes powered BBM and Peter 
Avery in the Brabham BT16.     
 
But it was the Group O cars where the focus lay and in the end it was Smith in the 49 allowing the lead to be 
whittled away so that the Ferrari finished just a couple of seconds behind, however there was no let up for 3rd and 
4th Farrell then Bowe just a couple of car lengths apart. Richard Carter had a bit of a lonely race towards then end 
finishing a comfortable 5th, then a big gap back to Paul Hamilton who had lost his playmate Simpson 3 laps from 



home. Completing the top 11 all to finish on the lead lap were Andrew Fellowes, Peter Boel, Ross Hodgson, Peter 
Barclay and our Historic Commission Chairman, Bob Cracknell. 
-   bƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ Χ ƛƴ ǎŎǊŀǇōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊƳ 

Clockwise from top left, 
P1 Don Anderson Elfin 1500 FJ leads Mitsuru Miyajima Japan, Chevron B15, outside is Hideo Yoshikawa Japan, 
Brabham BT21, then Koichi Watanuki Japan, Merlyn Mk9 then David Jacobs USA, Brabham BT4 ς Paul Lewis photo   
-   P2 Peter McLaughlin USA,  Brabham BT30   -   P3 Ed Holly Brabham BT6 leading the Group M cars from Ken 
Williams N½Σ ..aΣ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ aп! ϧ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ[ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ .¢ол   -   P4 John Bowe, 
Brabham BT23 Climax ahead of Chris Farrell, Brabham BT30 FVA and Richard Carter, Brabham BT24   -   P5 David 
Jacobs, USA,  Brabham BT4 ahead of Richard Nitscke, Elfin   -   P6 Phil Harris, USA,  Brabham BT31 a head of Peter 
Boel   -   P7 Andrew Felowes Brabham BT23 FVA ahead of Peter Barclay Brabham BT21, then ?? and behind Ross 
Hodgson in the Elfin 600. Being lapped is Koichi Watanuki Japan Merlyn Mk9.   -   Wayne Wilson in the Rennmax 
ahead of the BRM of Graham Adelman, USA ς Wayne loved this photo so much I just had to use it !! credits are P1, 
P3 Paul Lewis ς P2 P6 Peter Schell and P4, P5, P7 Steve Koen. P8 Gordon Cooper. 
 
 
So the race was over for another 2 years. The race itself had a bit of everything, the fastest of the cars, a Formula 1 
Lotus 49 had shown it was the car to beat on the day, the nimble and extremely well driven Tasman spec Ferrari 
Dino 246T showed it had the heritage and the finesse of this fabulous 1960s Formula, the very well driven 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  


